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1 Anne Gilmour-Bryson, “Sodomy and the Knights Templar,” Journal of the History of
Sexuality 7, no. 2 (1996): 151-183; Michael Goodich, The Unmentionable Vice:
Homosexuality in the Later Medieval Period (Dorchester: Dorset Press, 1979), 7; Robert
Mills, “Homosexuality: Specters of Sodom,” in A Cultural History of Sexuality in the
Middle Ages, ed. Ruth Evans (London: Bloomsbury, 2014), 57-79.
Peter Damian, The Book of Gomorrah, trans. Matthew C. Hoffman (New Braunfels: Ite ad
Thoman Books and Media, 2015), 83. # ¥ % guthd_» Z3f & gt e 2 2975 F
Boa LEHRMES DT R YR (WAEP2F) HERFF > Uz ?%Eiﬁ’f?ﬁ}"%
Jo——% PR3 R 24 2 (Leo IX, 1002-1054) » $R3R 3% 3 ch@ 0 4 E AL AR
AR FIp 2 F AR AER R R4 ﬁﬂ#ﬁ%i’%@ o b ARG Pierre J.
Payer fuien (st B4 2 4 ) L 4R ; Hoffman {- Payer il g2 5384 2 & £ 4 §
Moo > EAPREARET RRBEERER 2 A7 Ff2H - Payer ik
% : Peter Damian, Book of Gomorrah: An Eleventh-Century Treatise against Clerical
Homosexual Practice, trans. Pierre J. Payer (Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press,
1982).
Tom Linkinen, Same-sex Sexuality in Later Medieval English Culture (Amsterdam:
Amsterdam University Press, 2015), 1.
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5 John Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western
Europe from the Beginning of the Christian Era to the Fourteenth Century (Chicago:
Chicago University Press, 1981), 110-112.

John Chrysostom, Reflections on Romans: An Ancient Biblical Commentary,ed. JS
McKemy (Scotts Valley: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2018), 46-48;
Saint Augustin, Confessions, trans. Henry Chadwick (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2008), 46-47.
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John Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality, 173-174, 270; James A.
Brundage, Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe (Chicago: Chicago University
Press, 1990), 167; Theodore of Canterbury, “Poenitentiale Theodori,” in Medieval
Handbooks of Penance: A Translation of the Principal Libri Poenitentiales and Selections
from Related Documents, trans. John T. McNeill and Helena M. Gamer (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1938), 184-215.

Eoghan Ahern, “The Sin of Sodom in Late Antiquity,” Journal of the History of Sexuality
27, no. 2 (2018): 209-233; Holly Joan Toensing, “Women of Sodom and Gomorrah:
Collateral Damage in the War against Homosexuality?” Journal of Feminist Studies in
Religion 21, no. 2 (2005): 61-74.
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“Homosexuality, Luxuria, and Texual Abuse,” in Constructing Medieval Sexuality, eds.
Karma Lochrie, Peggy McCracken, and James A. Schultz (Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1997), 24-39; Robert Mills, “Gender, Sodomy, Friendship, and the
Medieval Anchorhold,” Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures 36, no. 1 (2010): 1-27;
Mills, “Homosexuality: Specters of Sodom,” 60-61.

10 peter Damian, The Book of Gomorrah, 142.

1 odapg = priz g ai v ¢ dienst & g5 1 John Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance,
and Homosexuality; Dyan Elliott, The Corrupter of Boys: Sodomy, Scandal, and the
Medieval Clergy (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020); Mark D. Jordan,
The Invention of Sodomy in Christian Theology (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1997); Pierre J. Payer, Sex and the Penitentials: The Development of a Sexual Code 550-
1150 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1985); James A. Brundage, Law, Sex, and
Christian Society in Medieval Europe; Joan Cadden, Meanings of Sex Difference in the
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Middle Ages (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993); Joan Cadden, Nothing
Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy and Science in Late Medieval Europe (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013); Joan Cadden, Between Text and Tradition: Pietro
d’Abano and the Reception of Pseudo-Aristotle’s Problemata Physica in the Middle Ages
(Leuven: Leuven University Press, 2016); Robert Mills, Seeing Sodomy in the Middle Ages
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2015).
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“Homosexuality,” in Handbook of Medieval Sexuality, eds. Vern L. Bullough and James
A. Brundage (New York: Routledge, 2000), 155-189. i < #14% 2 < xr?e i B 5 @ Michael
Goodich, “Sodomy in Medieval Secular Law,” Journal of Homosexuality 1, no. 3 (1976):
295-302; Michael Goodich, The Unmentionable Vice: Homosexuality in the Later
Medieval Period; David F. Greenberg and Marcia H. Bystryn, “Christian Intolerance of
Homosexuality,” American Journal of Sociology 88, no. 3 (1982): 515-548; Ruth Mazo
Karras, Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others (New York: Routledge, 2017);
Helmut Puff, “Localizing Sodomy: The ‘Priest and Sodomite’ in Pre-Reformation
Germany and Switzerland,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 8, no. 2 (1997): 165-195.
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Homosexual Heresy,” The Chaucer Review 6, no. 1 (1971): 44-63.

14 R. 1. Moore, “The Origins of Medieval Heresy,” History 55, no. 183 (1970): 25.

15 Michael D. Barbezat, “Bodies of Spirit and Bodies of Flesh: The Significance of the Sexual
Practices Attributed to Heretics from the Eleventh to the Fourteenth Century,” Journal of
the History of Sexuality 25, no. 3 (2016): 387-419; R. 1. Moore, “Heresy as Politics and
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the Politics of Heresy, 1022-1180,” in Law and the Illicit in Medieval Europe, eds. Ruth
Mazo Karras, Joel Kaye and E. Ann Matter (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2008), 33-46.

16 % @ ¢ FMalcolm Barber ¥ #-3cie 4 T pash L W53k ) ch 127 iF4p 400 P A 5 1
Mo 8- D5 ALt Aty R REG RS > $THRMSBEFOlRF
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FAR A P AN P B AT o e PR TS L MR R b
B ek 7 5 o 2 Malcolm Barber, The Trial of the Templars (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2020), 202; Richard E. Zeikowitz, Homoeroticism and
Chivalry: Discourses of Male Same-Sex Desire in the 14th Century (London: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2003), 108. 3 *>* T st Bend 5 dp Rl m & > BB A > T BT B
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‘& {E i (Michel Foucault)f£ {45 ) Z5—F(The Will to Knowledge: The History
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p oo B>tiEsE 2 > % Damian, The Book of Gomorrah, 109. %t & p A fr§ F {443
i ek Hig > 2 John Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality,
110-112.

18 Michel Foucault, The Will to Knowledge: The History of Sexuality Volume One (New York:
Penguin, 1998),43. ¥ ¢b » A% F g * Tl b, - 30> £ 73 EAHPT T £ 2 BT
Ceei ki Y A RS A L RSP IELIREE T LR A - et h ke
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19 Mark D. Jordan 325 > ¢ # & fihit gy QAR A E R Y Sk g o 2 Jordan,
“Homosexuality, Luxuria, and Texual Abuse,” 24.

O (plee) 5278 - FEFHY v (FEfEA) » T8

2L Michel Foucault, Confessions of the Flesh: The History of Sexuality, Volume 4 (New York:
Pantheon, 2021), 263-264.

22 Ahern, “The Sin of Sodom in Late Antiquity,” 211-212; Chris L. de Wet, “John

Chrysostom on Homoeroticism,” Neotestamentica 48, no. 1 (2014): 187-218.

FAT @yl 48 = (missionary position) ¥ b+ T A 1 B RO G g

B ke ge o & Irina Metzler, “Sex, Religion, and the Law,” in A Cultural History of

Sexuality in the Middle Ages, ed. Ruth Evans (London: Bloomsbury, 2014), 101-118.
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BRep? e fiF o 77 L=k 0 4§ RIP 27%(Thomas Aquinas, 1225-1274)7 45 2
T TR EF A AFEEAEET T AdEap KRB » RIRAEZ £
gz WY F BFFom B EAFREGBIZ - L James A. Brundage,
“’Allas! That Evere Love Was Synne’: Sex and Medieval Canon Law,” The Catholic
Historical Review 72, no. 1 (1986): 1-13; Michel Foucault, Confessions of the Flesh, 7-14;
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Greenberg and Bystryn, “Christian Intolerance of Homosexuality,” 517-525. B »* &7 L
s 14 - &L John Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality, 147.
B >+ Fe £ 7% > 2L Thomas Aquinas, On Evil, trans. John A. Oesterle and Jean T. Oesterle
(Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1995), 428.

blde (o %4525 F ) (Excarpsuscummeani)in s ¥ 7 {217 5 F ek A & o s io

TAAKBRRIPREHENF S BIER - &> @ F 4 2%(Columbanus, 543-615)#

e BRI GELREE S E S LA RR AR ET ik 5

F 7 I i #] % o James A. Brundage, Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval

Europe, 166; Cominianus, “Excarpsus cummeani,” in Medieval Handbooks of Penance: A

Translation of the Principal Libri Poenitentiales and Selections from Related Documents,

trans. John T. McNeill and Helena M. Gamer (New York: Columbia University Press,

1938), 101-117; Theodore of Canterbury, “Poenitentiale Theodori,” 186.

James A. Brundage, Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe, 166-169;

Metzler,“Sex, Religion, and the Law,” 103-105.

Woapl -y g pBa o (pRT %4 B ) (Decretum Gratiani) if £_%ie & B4 51 5t
- FELEDEF > higais kA i (K Ei2+ 2) (Corpus Juris Canonici) % - #
HEEFIEY 2 pmpd s PRBEL SR B e R & - James A
Brundage, Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe, 250-251; Gratianus, The
Treatise on Laws (Decretum DD. 1-20) with the Ordinary Gloss, trans. James Gordley
(Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 1993), 21.
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The systematic, large-scale persecution of men who had sex with
men did not emerge until the twelfth century. At the time when the Church
and secular powers engaged in the hunting of religious heresies, men who
had sex with men also came to be stigmatized as “sodomites,” and male-
male sexual acts were regarded as sexual crime that called for severe
punishment. This article explores the process through which male-male
sexual acts were criminalized in medieval Europe. It analyzes the
discursive development of the concept of “heresy” vis-a-vis that of
“sodomy” between 1050 and 1350. It also examines the ways in which
the religious and secular legal systems dealt with the so-called sodomites.
This article argues that part of the motives for criminalizing male-male
sexual acts were out of a collective fear of the religious others. The view
of sodomy as serious crime should thus be understood as a discursive
construction produced within a specific historical-political context. By
arguing “sodomy is political,” the author suggests that scholars of history
and gender studies politicize the historical individuals of their study,

especially those who were often found on the peripheries of the society.
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